The True Chlzen, Wednesday, February 11, ECII]':I'

School buses running cleaner

By Anne Marie Kyzer
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Filters installed on Burke
County sehool buses last week
should help residents breathe a
little easier.

Burke County Public Schools®
transportaticn department was
awarded a $240,72% grant to in-
stall diesel particulate filters, also
called catalytic converters, on
school buses thet did not already
hive the technology. The filters ane
guaraniced (o eliminate X0 percent
af visible emassions, according to
Hacy Allman, who oversees the
grant program for the Environ-
mental Protection Division (EPTY),

Burke County transporiation
director Leonard Hill said filiers
were installed on 20 buses with the
funds, and another grant is in the
works o possibly cover the rest
of the school system’s fleet, which
includes 39 more buses. Currently,
the comverters are not required on
schiood buses bat could evennally
be required by state environmen-
fal regulations, If school systems
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voluntanly install the filiers, they

may apply for grants to cower the [0

costs. Should the filters become

marsiaioey, school systems st

fiool the ball.

So far, only sbout o dozen sys-
terns in Georgia have voluritarly
installed the fliers.

“The EFD has given us the op-
pontunity to pet this done for free™
Hill said. “If we renege, we have
o pay for it So we're just poing
ahead befiore 11's mundatony™

Allman said it only rmakes. sense
for ather school systerns to Follow
St

“Ti’s low hanging fruit. It can be
installed on any diesel,” she said,
calling the filters an easy way
clear up a large amount of paoll-
bon.

Diesel particulate filters trap
soot and odher matter that saould
otherwese be blown trom a bus’s
tailpipe. The filters need to be
cleaned annually, bt the prant pro-
vided 320,000 for the cost of the
mol'iassar_-,- cleaning equipment as
well.

From left, Marvin Tiesler of Yancey Power Systems, Stacy
Allman of the EPD and Leonard Hill inspect a filtler from
beneath a bus. Yancey technicians came to Waynesboro to
install the fillers.



